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News from the Management Committee  
 
SPBC held its AGM in September. Outgoing President Danny Ravn was unable to attend due to Covid. On behalf of all 
club members, I would like to thank Danny for all the work he has done while President, as it was a particularly trying 
time as Covid upped its ante during the past year. Tony McKinnon is the new President. 
 

Danny’s President’s message (in full): 
 
The past year has been challenging for all of us in one way or another.  There was, and remains, the scourge of 
COVID and I know several of our members contracted it. Fortunately shutting down the club rarely occurred.  As can 
be expected table numbers dropped off, but not nearly as much as I feared and are picking up.  Remarkably our 
membership numbers have broken the 500 barrier, currently 502. 

Then we had the construction of our Universal Access Toilet and minor upgrades to the Men’s and Ladies’ toilets.  
This was a significant project but was completed without too much disruption to the operation of our club. 

Our previous lease expired at the end of June 2021 but was extended whilst a new lease was prepared by the City of 
South Perth.  The new lease was finally agreed and signed for 5 years from 1st August 2022 with the option to extend 
it a further 5 years to July 2032. 

Meetings with the City of South Perth about the proposed move to Challenger Reserve continued.  The proposal is 
that a single-storey building would be shared with Manning Bowling Club.  We have some concerns with their 
drawings, but latest information is that construction is planned to commence in 2029.  We expect probably later, so 
there is time enough to negotiate amendments to suit our requirements. 

Our Supervised and Intermediate sessions continue to be very popular.  Many thanks to Fiske and Jan for running 
courses at the club, Lyndall & Marnie for directing the supervised sessions and all the ‘helpers’ who come along to 
assist.  A special thank you to Kareena Ballard of Jones Ballard for printing our personal scorers and sponsoring our 
Club Restricted and Novice Pairs Championships by subsidising their entry fees.  Also, thanks to DFG Legal who have 
been providing additional prize money for awarding to less experienced members who enter and play in our two 
congresses. 

I would like to acknowledge some of our high achieving members.  Firstly, Marnie Leybourne who, partnering with 
Viv Wood, represented Australia at the 16th World Bridge Series at Wroclaw, Poland.  They reached the semi-finals of 
the women’s pairs.   All of the Western Australian women’s team for the ANC were South Perth Bridge Club 
members: Catherine Hood, Pauline Collette, Val Biltoft, Gwyneira Brahma, Deana Wilson and Kimberley Zhao; also 
Dave Munro, David Schokman and Alan Dundas were in the WA Seniors’ Team.  We are proud of their achievements 
and congratulate them all. 

A big thank you goes to Laurie, the Tournament Committee and Directors; they are the people that really make the 
club work.  There are many others who deserve our appreciation and thanks: Evelyn and all her helpers, the board 
dealers, Marnie editing the Declarer, Cassie for stocking the bar, the bar managers and servers and the long list of 
“Other Officers” listed in the 2022 programme; again, thank you all. 

I ask that all our members spread the word about the wonderful game of Bridge and how our club can teach and 
introduce prospective players to the game.  We have found that the best form of advertising for our club is you, our 
members. 

My time as President has come to an end, I sincerely thank the Management Committee for their commitment and 
support over the past two years.  It has been a privilege to have had the opportunity so serve our club as President.  I 
know that Tony and his team will do much for the club into the future. 
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New Committee 
 
The club has a new management committee following the club’s AGM in September: 

President:  Tony McKinnon 
Vice President:  Garth Scotford 
Treasurer:  Shane Brown 
Assistant Treasurer: Marie Singleton 
Secretary:  Jane Walker 
House Manager: Rachel McRae 
Committee:  Gabrielle Bastow, Laura Breen, Jan Howell, Marnie Leybourne 
 

Latest Promotions 

Silver Life Master:  Phip Bapty, Mark Goddard 
National Master:  Jackin Clare 
Regional Master:  Marie Singleton, Pat Murphy 
Silver Local Master:  Malcolm Weatherhead 
Bronze Local Master:  Peter Pagoda, Lesley Maff 
Local Master:   Erik Moller 
Club Master:   Sandy Capece, Helen Carter, Angela Howlett, Graham Pain 
Graduate Master:  James Brindle, Kate Kirk, Diana Campbell 
 
 

SPBC Mixed Pairs 

The club mixed pairs event held mid October was won by Dave Munro and Gwyneira Brahma. Val Biltoft and Trevor 
Fuller were second, while Mark Goddard and Angeline Christie (pictured with President Tony McKinnon) came third. 

 

 

International affairs 

I must apologise for there being no newsletter in September and for the delay in producing one this month. I left 
Perth on 17 August for 10 days in Poland, followed by family catchups and the European holiday Nick and I had paid 
for back in 2018 and were meant to do in 2020. On return to Perth I had just enough time to do a couple of washes 
before heading to Jakarta. 

The World Bridge Series in Wroclaw, Poland, attracted over 1000 players and was held in the huge Centennial Hall. 
There were three Western Australians: Viv Wood and I played in the women’s team and pairs events, while Renee 
Cooper played in the open events. Our teammates for the women’s teams were Jenny Thompson and Eva Caplan. 
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The 4th Asia Cup Bridge Championship was then held in Jakarta, 20-25 October. Jenny and Eva were unable to play, 
so Pele Rankin/Paula McLeish (Queensland) and Sheila Bird/Felicity Smyth (South Australia) were added to the team. 
At the end of the second round robin, we placed 7th (out of eight), however there were less than seven VPs between 
4th and 7th, so any one of the four teams could have made the semi-finals. 

In the women’s pairs event, Viv Wood/Marnie Leybourne  
picked up the silver medal. 

 

Playing against Scotland in Poland. 

 

Improving your bridge 

These two hands were the first two we played in Poland, and were notable for two reasons. First, the use of 
exclusion keycard and second, we picked up 24 imps from these first two boards! (we still lost the match….) 

How often, in reality, does one get to use exclusion keycard? It is unlikely to come up more than once a year, so it 
was highly amusing that exclusion keycard was used on the first two boards we played at the World Bridge Series. 

Exclusion keycard is used once a trump suit is known and the person wanting to ask about keycards (the Aces and 
the trump King) has a void. Asking for Aces doesn’t always work when you have a void. Most partners will unkindly 
hold the precise Ace that you don’t want (at least, my partners tend to do this!) So, exclusion keycard asks partner to 
state the number of keycards they hold, OTHER THAN the one in the suit being bid. 

 

Board 1 
Dealer: N 
Vul: Nil 

♠ 9 7 4 3 2  
♥ 8 6 4 
♦ T 9 6 2  
♣ 5 

 

♠ A 6 
♥ 7 5 3 
♦ Q J 8 4  
♣ T 7 6 2 

 
N 

W       E 
S 

♠ K Q J 5 
♥ A K Q J 2  
♦ - 
♣ K Q 9 4 

 ♠ T 8 
♥ T 9 
♦ A K 7 5 3 
♣ A J 8 3  
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At our table, the bidding was: 

North (Marnie) East South (Viv) West 

Pass 1H 2D 2H 

Pass 5D (exclusion keycard) Pass 5S (one) 

Pass 6H All pass  

 

While declarer could dispose of two clubs on the spades, she couldn’t manage this, and ruff the two losing clubs, 
without giving us a trick, so she went one off.  

Our teammates at the other table also used exclusion keycard, however the response in their system was 5H, so they 
stayed out of the slam and made 11 tricks. 

 

Board 2 
Dealer: E 
Vul: N/S 

♠ A K 7  
♥ A Q T 8 7 2 
♦ A K J 8  
♣ - 

 

♠ 6 2 
♥ 5 4 3 
♦ Q 9 7 5  
♣ 9 8 7 5 

 
N 

W       E 
S 

♠ T 9 8 4 3 
♥ K  
♦ T 4 3 
♣ A 6 4 3 

 ♠ Q J 5 
♥ J 9 6 
♦ 6 2 
♣ K Q J T 2  

 

 

East South (Viv) West North (Marnie) 

Pass Pass Pass 1H 

Pass 2C (Invit+) Pass 2D (good hand) 

Pass 3H (10-12 with 3H) Pass 3S (cue) 

Pass 4C (cue) Pass 4D (cue) 

Pass 4H (nothing more) Pass 5C (exclusion keycard) 

Pass 5H (none) Pass 6H 

All pass    

 

After finding our heart fit, I used exclusion keycard (by bidding 5C). When Viv showed none, I just bid 6H. My plan 
was to bid 7H if she showed one (which would have to be the heart King). 

At the other table, our opponents stopped in 5H, for a 13 imp swing in Australia’s favour. 

 

 

 


